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Ronald McDonald House Charities® of Tampa Bay
2004 Synopsis

Our Mission
The Ronald McDonald House Charities® of Tampa Bay provides comfort and care

to children and their families by supporting local Ronald McDonald Houses,
its cornerstone program, and by making grants to other local not-for-profit

organizations that help children in need. The Ronald McDonald House of Tampa Bay provides a
home-away-from-home for families of pediatric patients at area hospitals.

Our Ronald McDonald House and grantmaking programs

The Ronald McDonald House of Tampa Bay
is our cornerstone program. Last year, the cost of
maintaining our three Houses with a total of 66
bedrooms and related programs, exceeded $1.6
million.

Grants, through our partnership with
national RMHC and McDonald’s, last year covered
three distinct areas.

In educational partnerships, we awarded 36
college scholarships amounting to $125,000 in
conjunction with the Florida Prepaid College
Foundation. These scholarships were awarded to
minority high school students in our 11-county
area through the African American Future
Achievers, HACER (Hispanic American
Commitment to Educational Resources) and
ASIA (Asian Students Increasing Achievement)
scholarship programs.

Our 2004 Award of Excellence was presented to
St. Petersburg-raised actor Patrick Wilson in
recognition of his support of children’s causes.
He in turn presented our
annual RMHC of Tampa Bay
Community Grant to the All
Children’s Hospital Music
Therapy Program.

We also continued to
provide funds to hospitals for
pediatric equipment and
programs. Grants were made to
Tampa General Hospital and
St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital
in Tampa.

“Our baby girl (8 weeks old) had open
heart surgery at St. Joseph’s Hospital
earlier than expected. This Ronald
McDonald House and staff are a
blessing. I thank God she made it
through and I also thank God for a place
like this. We have met wonderful
people. The world isn’t as bad and as
cold as I thought. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart.” - Tampa House
Family

Patrick Wilson & Sharon Yerrid
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Ronald McDonald House of Tampa Bay is comprised of three Houses, two in St. Petersburg
and one in Tampa, offering 66 bedrooms with private baths. We are owned and operated by
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Tampa Bay, a non-profit Florida corporation whose
board consists of representatives from our community leaders, McDonald’s, the medical
profession and other interested individuals.

St. Pete “West” with 18 bedrooms opened in 1980. Adjacent to All Children’s Hospital, it was
the first House in Florida. Our 14-bedroom Tampa House, opened in 1992 on Davis Islands
adjacent to Tampa General Hospital, also serves families from St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital in
Tampa and the local Shriners Hospital. St. Pete “East”, with 34 bedrooms, opened next to All
Children’s in 1996.

Together, our  “home-away-from-home” provided services to more than 2,300 pediatric
families last year, 1,884 who stayed for the first time. The supportive environment at each of
our Houses, offered through dedicated volunteers, staff and other residents, provided comfort,
care and emotional support essential for their children’s recovery from illness or injury.

Our RMH program

race
Caucasian  68%
Hispanic  16%

Black  13%
Unknown  3%

(numbers do not reflect
multi-ethnic families)
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Neurosurgery
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“I hope you know what a WONDERFUL thing you are doing each time you allow
a mom, dad, or family to stay at the Ronald McDonald House.You provided a
loving, caring atmosphere to some really stressed out parents and family
members in the short time that we were there. I just want to go on record as
saying, you’re the best!” - St. Pete family

“Many thanks to the RMH for letting us stay here while
our preemie daughter was still in the nursery. We
cannot thank you guys enough for everything. We will
always donate to the RMH. God bless all of you. Thank
you so much.” - Tampa House family
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Families served
Percent Occupancy
Areas Served (FL counties)

States/D.C. (not FL)
Countries (not U.S.)

House Volunteers
House Volunteer Hours
Teen Volunteers
Teen Volunteer Hours

Community-Prepared Meals
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Family Facts

Volunteer Facts

TotalTampa St. Petersburg
East & West

Meal Facts

 2004 program basics

St. Pete West House

St. Pete East House

Tampa House

Jorge & Sebastian Santiago
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home states of families in 2004
Alabama
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Georgia
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky

Louisiana
Maine
Massachusetts
Michigan
Missouri
Nevada
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina

Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin

countries
Bahamas

Belize
Canada

Dominican Republic
El Salvador

England
Guatemala
Honduras

Ireland
Jamaica
Mexico
Panama

Peru
Puerto Rico

Uruguay
Virgin Islands

Venezuela

average
length of stay

St. Pete - 6 days
Tampa - 8 days
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“We stayed four nights at your house and basically we were overjoyed and truly
grateful to your staff and facilities. Every detail was covered. Your every effort to
make our stay as stress-free as possible was accomplished with such love and
understanding. Your house was so clean and well-run I just wanted to let you
know how much you are appreciated by us”. - St. Pete family
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